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well informed* Otherwise the cavalry would have re-
ported that the French were not retreating on the roads
from Metz to Verdun; let us state once more that
reason should likewise have shown that their movement
ought to have taken at least forty-eight hours.) " In-
structions from general headquarters, arriving at Pont-a-
Mousson on the 15th at 10 p.m. attached a particular
importance to the occupation of the roads from Metz
to Verdun; but after sending in that direction two army
corps and two cavalry divisions, one had the right to
believe that one had adequately taken that recom-
mendation into account."

On the morning of the 16th, the various fractions of
the German army started without the above-mentioned
decisions having been altered, without anybody, as we
have seen, attempting to verify the accuracy of the
initial assumption; besides, until 1 p.m., nothing in the
reports received by the Third Corps had appeared to
the Prince to be of such a nature as to induce him to
alter in any way the measures he had adopted. The true
situation was only known at that moment at the head-
quarters of the Second Army. It would have been
known earlier if it had only been sought for, as is clearly
shown by the actual facts.

But the certainty and quietude which occupied
Prince Frederick Charles's mind wre not shared by all
his subordinates:

" Infantry General yon Voigts-Rhetz (commanding
the Tenth Corps), feeling some anxiety on account of
those French bivouacs, the existence of which had been
reported on the preceding day, thought it necessary to
combine, with the movement of *feis army corps on Saint-
Hilaire, a strong reconnaissance on the camps observed
in the evening of the 15th in the neighbourhood of Reason-
ville. He had attached to that operation the 5th cavalry
division under General von Rheinbaben, which he also
reinforced, very early on the 16th, with two horse bat-
teries from the corps artillery brought from Thiaucourt
to Xon ville by the Chief of Staff of the Tenth Army Corps,
Lieutenant-Colonel von Caprivi, under escort of the
2nd squadron of the 2nd regiment of dragoon gua,rd$.
In order to support this reconnaissance, the order was
also given to half the 37th infantry brigade which was